Welcome to Moe Lutheran
Season of Advent

Prophecy, Patience, and Promise
Advent is a season of expectation, the word itself
meaning “coming.” Many families spend these
four weeks waiting for children to come home
from college, or for grandparents to come for
Christmas dinner. For young children, these days
of waiting can seem like a thousand years. Others
are amazed at how quickly time is flying, as they
sense the end of their own lives drawing near. In the interval, stories
from the past are told and retold as a way of remembering the
significance of these waiting days.
The arrival scripture speaks of is both more profound and more sublime.
It is the coming end of a way of being that has seemed like exile, like
imprisonment. It is salvation from all that has torn us and our world
apart. As we wait alongside the readers of Mark’s gospel, we too hear
voices from the past in the prophetic words of Isaiah (and Malachi and
Exodus) that prepare us to receive the one who is coming into the world:
Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1).
As with any long period of waiting, we know that the final days are the
hardest to bear. We struggle to understand why we ourselves, never mind
the rest of creation, must wait any longer for the salvation and
redemption God has promised. Our salvation is bound up with one
another’s though, and we are reminded that God has been patient with us,
“not wanting any to perish” (2 Peter 3:9). We therefore practice patience
with God as we remain steadfast in hope and lead lives of holiness and
godliness worthy of the new era that is coming (2 Peter 3:11-12).
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

10:00 a.m.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
C
Amen.
L

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L
C

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

L

People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
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*GATHERING HYMN
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” – All Verses
1

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of ev'ry nation,
joy of ev'ry longing heart.

2

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.
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*GREETING
L
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
*KYRIE, pp. 138-139
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE:
“Angels We Have Heard on High” - Verse 1 & Refrain
1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
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Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
PRAYER LITANY FOR ADVENT
L
In this season of Advent, our hearts long for the light of
Messiah!
C
We watch and wait in hope.
L
Come into our brokenness;
C
and bring joy!
L
Come into our captivity;
C
and bring freedom!
L
Come into our fear;
C
and bring compassion.
L
Messiah is coming! Let your lights be shining!
C
Banish our darkness and come!
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
Verse 1 – Leader, Verse 2 – All
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Please stay seated)
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11
1

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,

5

and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
6

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 85:1-2, 8-13
1

You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
2
You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.

6

8

I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their | hearts to you.
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12
The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.
SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
8

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and
the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and
godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the
elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
14

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to
be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, p. 216

*GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
L
C

The holy gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
L
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*HYMN OF THE DAY
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
Verse 1 – All, Verse 2 – Leader, Verse 3 – All
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1

“Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim
that God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

Leader:
2
For the herald’s voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him,
and the hills bow down to greet him!
3

Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God’s word is never broken.

SERMON
* NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

9

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PEACE
L
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING SPECIAL MUSIC:

Handbells

*OFFERTORY HYMN
“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
ELW 686
We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
*OFFERING PRAYER
L
Generous God,
C
you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the
world will receive your blessing. In the name of the Messiah
who comes to us, we pray. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Petitions conclude saying “God of mercy,”
The congregation is invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.”
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*BLESSING
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.
C
Sung: Three-fold Amen
*SENDING HYMN
“Fling Wide the Door”
Verses 1 & 4
1
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Fling wide the door, unbar the gate;
the King of glory comes in state;
the Lord of lords and King of kings,
the Savior of the world who brings

his great salvation to the earth,
So raise a shout of holy mirth
and praise our God and Lord,
Creator, Spirit, Word.
4

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ;
our hearts are open wide in trust.
Oh, show us now your lovely grace,
upon our sorrows shine your face,
and let your Holy Spirit guide
our journey in your grace so wide.
We praise your holy name,
from age to age the same!

*DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Share the good news.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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