7th Sunday after Pentecost
10 a.m.

July 19, 2020

Judgment and Mercy
Matthew’s gospel knows little
compromise: sheep or goats, wheat or
weeds, good or evil. Finding the good
news of God’s love for all people, for all
creation, can be a challenge in this book.
Today’s gospel is no exception. Jesus
interprets a parable for the disciples; he
announces that all evildoers will be
thrown into the furnace of fire, while the
righteous will shine like the sun. The
“Son of Man” will judge the world. Matthew’s phrase “for the kingdom
of heaven may be compared to . . .” occurs here for the first time in this
gospel. Jesus’ parable is a genuine metaphor—it is best viewed as a
whole with no point-by-point comparison. The kingdom of believers has
the same potential as those of the world to do good and to do evil. Jesus’
allegorical interpretation encourages believers to strive for righteousness,
and emphasizes God as judge.
St. Paul, however, in his letter to the church at Rome focuses on God as
merciful judge. He proclaims that all creation will be freed from decay
and receive redemption. Paul reminds us our hope lies with God, our
parent through a spirit of adoption. This dichotomous picture of God as
judge and giver of mercy began with last Sunday’s texts and evidences
itself in readings from Romans and Matthew across the next four
Sundays. In some cases the God of mercy is highlighted in Paul’s letter,
at other times in the gospel. This good news, however, is always present!
The exercise of judgment and mercy reflects God’s emphasis on justice
over fairness. A fair God condemns those who do evil. A just God moves
beyond fairness to justice, peace, and reconciliation. As evil doers,
sinners, one and all, we are grateful for God’s justice towards us and all
people.
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7th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m.

July 19, 2020

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
P
C

P

Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
2

C

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
“Jesus Loves Me”

ELW 595

Jesus Loves Me!
1

Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.
2

Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven’s gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain

3

Jesus loves me! loves me still,
though I’m very weak and ill;
from his shining throne on high,
comes to watch me where I lie. Refrain

4

Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain

*GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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*KYRIE, pp. 138-139

4

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE, pp. 139-140

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray together.
C
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your
children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture
us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
6

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8
Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 86:11-17
11

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.
12
I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- | evermore.
13
For great is your | love toward me;
you have delivered me from the | pit of death.
14
The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of
violent people | seeks my life;
they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.
15
But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.
16
Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of
your handmaid.
17
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me
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may see it and be | put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.
SECOND READING: 8:12-25
12

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh,
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him.
18

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the
Romans creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of
its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what
is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, p. 142
*GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P
C

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
7

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did
you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.’ ”
36
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds
are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!”
24

P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
“Canticle of the Turning”

ELW 723
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Canticle of the Turning
1

My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.
2

Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,

and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
3

From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

4

Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:
God's mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around. Refrain

9

*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Petitions conclude saying “God of mercy,” and the congregation is
invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.”
*PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

ELW 471

Let Us Break Bread Together
1

Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
10

O Lord, have mercy on me.
2

Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

3

Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

*OFFERTORY HYMN
“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
ELW 686
Text: We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee
*LORD’S PRAYER, p. 145
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*BLESSING
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.
C
Sung: Three-fold Amen
*SENDING HYMN
“Go, My Children, With My Blessing”

ELW 543

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
1

“Go,

my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
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In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my
own.”
2

“Go,

my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can

cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”
3

“Go,

my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and

free.”
*DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Share the good news.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20648.

12

