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1st Sunday after Pentecost 
10 a.m.              June 7, 2020 

Celebrating Our God beyond 

Understanding 

The festival of the Holy Trinity 

celebrates the wonder of relationship 

with God while leaving us distinctly 

dissatisfied with our limited 

understanding of what God is. While 

guarding against the idolatry of 

language, we survey our scripture, 

doctrine, creeds, and symbols of our 

heritage. Equally important, we pray for God to inspire fresh, 

innovative ideas of God in the present moment. 

Today’s gospel contains one of the few biblical references to the 

trinitarian formula. As the eleven are commissioned to make 

disciples, baptize, and teach, we are invited to consider our calling 

to influence the world with the good news of God’s love. The text 

from Second Corinthians also includes a kind of naming of the 

Holy Trinity in an affectionate sign-off of a personal letter. With 

the psalm praising God the creator and sustainer of all creation, 

Genesis 1 relates the first of two creation stories, this one an 

ancient liturgy celebrating God as a divine plural. 

That God that is beyond our understanding may be both troubling 

and comforting. The temptation may be to attempt to apprehend 

the idea of God with our intellect, offering the worshiping 

assembly a showcase of various models for God. The result is 

usually disappointing and feeds our bias toward intellectualism. 

Another possibility is to celebrate God’s presence in all its glory 

and colorful wonder and our belonging to this wonder-full God. 
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1st Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 a.m.                                           June 7, 2020             

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen. 
P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Reconciling God, 

C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

 and we deny your presence in our lives. 

 We place our hope in ourselves 

 and rely on our own efforts. 

 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

 We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

 We fear difference and do not welcome others 

 as you have welcomed us. 

 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

 By your grace, forgive us; 

 through your love, renew us; 

 and in your Spirit, lead us; 

 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 
C Beloved of God, 

 by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

 through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

 Our sins are forgiven. 

 Let us live now in hope. 

 For hope does not disappoint, 

 because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

 through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN 
     “All Are Welcome”    ELW 641 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE, pp. 138-139 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE, pp. 139-140 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray together. 

C Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship 

your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, 

majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend 

us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, 

where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC     Dawn Hedlund        

    
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day. 6And God said, “Let there be a dome in 

the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was 

so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day. 9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky 

be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it 

was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then 

God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 

fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And 

it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of 

every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 

God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome 

of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 

and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 

to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to 

give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God 

created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 

every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, 

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
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multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fifth day. 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of 

every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of 

every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon 

the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26Then God 

said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 

the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, and 

God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 

and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, 

I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 

earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 

food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw 

everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 2:1Thus the heavens 

and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day 

and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had 

done in creation. 4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth 

when they were created. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 8 

 1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths 

of in- | fants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the 

foe | and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
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  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, 

listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of 

love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All 

the saints greet you. 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, p. 142 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 28th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 

Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 

some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “A Mighty Fortress is our God” 

       ELW 504 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Petitions conclude saying “God of mercy,” and the congregation is 

invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”            

       ELW 742 
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*OFFERTORY HYMN 

        “We Give Thee but Thine Own”         ELW 686 

Text: We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER, p. 145 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

*BLESSING  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace. 

C Sung: Three-fold Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN  

 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”  ELW 536 
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*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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