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All Saints Day/Confirmation Sunday 
10 a.m.              November 1, 2020 

Saintly Sinners, Sinful Saints 

All Saints Sunday and the appointed 

readings are pregnant with themes of 

stark contrast: death and life, 

condemnation and redemption, sorrow 

and joy, suffering and relief, present life 

and future life. Such is life, too, as 

baptized children of God. The very 

nature of our lives is of stark contrast. 

By virtue of our baptism into the death 

and resurrection of Jesus, we are made 

saints while we are still sinners. Every day in this nautically juxtaposed 

life we navigate through rough waters such as sin, evil, pain, heartache, 

addiction, abuse, hunger, disease, and war. But our bearing is always set, 

not by the North Star but by the Daystar, who has been the heading for 

the faithful of every generation. With the scriptures as our compass and 

the confessions our map, we sail as a part of the great flotilla of saints on 

the waters of baptism, with the wind of the Spirit at our backs, always 

pointed in the direction of our guiding Daystar. 

Today we give thanks for the saints who have gone before us, for the 

saints still among us, and for the saints of God still to come. We give 

thanks for the examples of faithful living that the saints have given us as 

they navigated the stormy waters of life, and also for the faithful acts of 

service we are empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to do in our own seas. 

We give thanks, too, for the fullness of eternal life in which the saints of 

God who have gone before us now partake and which we have yet to 

fully enjoy. 
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All Saints Day/Confirmation Sunday 

November 1, 2020                        Holy Communion 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*Please stand as you are able 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 in whose image we are made, 

 who claims us and calls us beloved. 

C Amen. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Holy One, 

C we confess that we are not awake for you. 

 We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

 We forget the least of our siblings. 

 We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

 We are infected by sin 

 that divides your beloved community. 

 Open our hearts to your coming, 

 open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

 open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
P Beloved, we are God’s children, 

 and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

 Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 

 by Jesus you are welcome, 

 in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

 Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

 from the foundation of the world. 

C Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

 for us, and for his sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a 

 called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

 his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

 of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN 

    “Lift High the Cross”    ELW 660 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE, pp. 138-139 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE, pp. 140-141 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray together. 

C Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one 

communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 

commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared 

for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                   Robb Johnson 
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FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 

palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12singing, 

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 

in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are 

the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come 

out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

 1I will bless the LORD| at all times; 

  the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth. 

 2I will glory | in the LORD; 

  let the lowly hear | and rejoice.  
 3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD; 

  let us exalt God’s | name together. 

 4I sought the LORD, who | answered me 
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  and delivered me from | all my terrors. 
 5Look upon the LORD| and be radiant, 

  and let not your faces | be ashamed. 

 6I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me 

  and saved me from | all my troubles.  
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD 

  and de- | livers them. 

 8Taste and see that the | LORD is good; 

  happy are they who take ref- | uge in God! 
 9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 

  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing. 

 10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 

  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.  

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 

of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 

we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 

is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, p. 142 

 

 



8 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying: 

  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 

  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 

  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      
 “Bourning Cry”    ELW 732 

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold. 

 I was there when you were but a child, 

 with a faith to suit you well; 

 in a blaze of light you wandered off 

 to find where demons dwell." 

 

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 

 I was there to cheer you on; 
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 you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

 to whom you now belong. 

 If you find someone to share your time 

 and you join your hearts as one, 

 I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

 from dusk till rising sun." 

 

3 "In the middle ages of your life, 

 not too old, no longer young, 

 I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

 complete what I've begun. 

 When the evening gently closes in 

 and you shut your weary eyes, 

 I'll be there as I have always been, 

 with just one more surprise." 

 

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold." 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM   See Insert 

From ELW pgs. 234-236 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Petitions conclude saying “God of mercy,” and the congregation is 

invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

          

*OFFERTORY HYMN 

        “We Give Thee but Thine Own”         ELW 686 

Text: We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray together. 

C God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, 

gathered around your table, 
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and shared your abundant blessings. 

Number us among them 

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

and give thanks for your rich blessings, 

we may feast upon your very self 

and care for all that you have made, 

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING, p. 144 
 

*PREFACE 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, p. 144 

 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER, p. 145 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to the table for all is now ready. 

 

LAMB OF GOD, p. 146 

 
 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray together. 

C Everlasting God, we bless you that you have brought us 

to the mountaintop and fed us with the life and light of 

your Son. Send us in his name from this place to bring 

light into dark corners, healing where lives are torn, 

and nourishment to every hungry heart, in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace. 

C Sung: Three-fold Amen 
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*SENDING HYMN  

 “I Love to Tell the Story”   ELW 661 

1 I love to tell the story 

 of unseen things above, 

 of Jesus and his glory, 

 of Jesus and his love. 

 I love to tell the story, 

 because I know it's true; 

 it satisfies my longings 

 as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain 

 I love to tell the story; 

 'twill be my theme in glory 

 to tell the old, old story 

 of Jesus and his love. 
 

2 I love to tell the story: 

 how pleasant to repeat 

 what seems, each time I tell it, 

 more wonderfully sweet! 

 I love to tell the story, 

 for some have never heard 

 the message of salvation 

 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 

3 I love to tell the story, 

 for those who know it best 

 seem hungering and thirsting 

 to hear it like the rest. 

 And when, in scenes of glory, 

 I sing the new, new song, 

 I'll sing the old, old story 

 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
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