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18th Sunday after Pentecost 
10 a.m.           October 4, 2020 

 

Jesus, Cornerstone of Our Faith 
God has showered humanity with gifts 

and blessings, but humanity continues to 

abuse those gifts. We have been 

entrusted with a creation to care for, and 

in our shortsightedness we abuse and 

pollute the earth, even bringing about the 

extinction of entire species. We abuse 

the gift of our bodies when we 

overindulge in food or alcohol or drugs. 

We have been given the ability to create 

so many wonderful things, and even this 

gift we abuse as we gather and keep as 

much as we can for ourselves. 

This is nothing new. Even in the days of Isaiah it was clear the people turned 

away from God’s gifts. God expected righteousness and justice. Instead the 

people responded with bloodshed and suffering, turning away from God. 

Even if you can think of all the ways you have not turned from God and all the 

ways you have been faithful, it does no good. As Paul reminds us in the reading 

from Philippians, “Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ” (Phil. 3:7). Even all of Paul’s good and faithful acts add up to 

nothing. For Paul, and for us, all that matters is Jesus. 

As Christ himself reminds us, he is our rock, our cornerstone. Jesus is the 

foundation for our faith and the foundation for our lives. Even as we turn from 

Jesus, even as we reject Jesus, he returns to us with love and forgiveness. This is 

the grace of God, the love of God coming into our world and into our lives. To 

our joy we discover the open arms of Jesus on the cross, bringing life into this 

world even where there is death; bringing hope where there is despair; and 

bringing resurrection to all creation. 
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18th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 a.m.                                  October 4, 2020             

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 
 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Faithful God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we are captive to sin 

 and cannot free ourselves. 

 We turn from your loving embrace 

 and go our own ways. 

 We pass judgment on one another 

 before examining ourselves. 

 We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

 We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

 Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

 and turn us again to life in you 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

 and through his death and resurrection, 

 Christ has made us his own. 

 Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

 Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

 Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

 to do God’s work in the world. 

C Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN    ELW 574 
    “Here I Am Lord” 
 

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 

 my hand will save. 

 I, who made the stars of night, 

 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 

 

Refrain 

 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

 I have borne my people's pain. 

 I have wept for love of them. 

 They turn away. 

 I will break their hearts of stone, 

 give them hearts for love alone. 

 I will speak my word to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 

 My hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE, pp. 138-139 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE, pp. 139-140 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray together. 

C Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead 

us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are 

right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Please stay seated) 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 

 1Let me sing for my beloved 

  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded wild grapes. 

 

 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield wild grapes? 

 

 5And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6I will make it a waste; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 

 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his pleasant planting; 

 he expected justice, 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness, 

  but heard a cry! 
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Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:7-15 

 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 8You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 9You cleared the | ground for it; 

  it took root and | filled the land. 

 10The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  
 11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

  and its branches | to the river. 

 12Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

 14Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

  look | down from heaven; 
 15behold and | tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right | hand has planted.  

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 

have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 

law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 

of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 

I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead. 
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  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 

goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 

me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 

this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, p. 142 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew the 21st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 [Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a 

landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 

press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 

to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 

to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves 

and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 

slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This 

is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized 

him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease 

the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 

harvest time.” 

  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 

and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one 

who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone 

on whom it falls.” 

  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
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realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, 

but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW 654 

 “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 
 

1 The church's one foundation 

 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

 she is his new creation 

 by water and the word. 

 From heav'n he came and sought her 

 to be his holy bride; 

 with his own blood he bought her, 

 and for her life he died. 

 

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 

 her charter of salvation 

 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

 one holy name she blesses, 

 partakes one holy food, 

 and to one hope she presses, 

 with ev'ry grace endued. 

 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 

 this world sees her oppressed, 

 by schisms rent asunder, 

 by heresies distressed, 

 yet saints their watch are keeping; 

 their cry goes up: "How long?" 

 And soon the night of weeping 

 shall be the morn of song. 

 

4 Through toil and tribulation 

 and tumult of her war, 

 she waits the consummation 

 of peace forevermore; 

 till with the vision glorious 

 her longing eyes are blest, 

 and the great church victorious 
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 shall be the church at rest. 

 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

 with God, the Three in One, 

 and mystic sweet communion 

 with those whose rest is won. 

 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

 Lord, save us by your grace, 

 that we, like saints before us, 

 may see you face to face. 

 
 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Petitions conclude saying “God of mercy,” and the congregation is 

invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING HYMN  
 “Have No Fear, Little Flock”   ELW 764 
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1 Have no fear, little flock; 

 have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen 

 to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 

 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

 have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you 

 in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 

 praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, 

 uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

 thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, 

 in all things works with you; 

 thankful hearts raise to God! 

 
*OFFERTORY HYMN 
        “We Give Thee but Thine Own”         ELW 686 

Text: We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER, p. 145 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace. 

C Sung: Three-fold Amen 

 

*SENDING HYMN      

“Let Us Break Bread Together”  ELW 471 

 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 

 let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain 

 When I fall on my knees, 

 with my face to the rising sun, 

 O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

 let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain 

 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain 
 

 
. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20648. 

 


